Travellers in India

also tells us of a sort of levy which was in force
between Broach, Canibay, and Ahmedabad, by
paying which travellers could ensure immunity
from attack.

In his description of the

^

conda, with its capital " Bagnager," Thevenot
corroborates Methold in many particulars, and
also introduces a number of new points. A vast
deal of information on the subject of the cus-
toms duties, the method of government, and
the morality of the people, renders the chapters
in which it occurs a storehouse of invaluable
fact which makes them indispensable to any
writer of a History of Southern India. Gol-
conda's coinage and its criminal law are two of
the most interesting points touched upon. As in
Methold's time, the contrast between the con-
dition of rich and poor is glaring. The Omrahs
of Golconda are depicted as flourishing on the
same pernicious land system as that which Met-
hold described, and as adding to their already
large incomes by intercepting payments due to
the soldiers. The kingdom of Golconda, like all
Mohammedan kingdoms in India, contained the
seeds of decay within itself and its social insti-
tutions.

" Tavernier, Bernier, Thevenot," says Mr S,
Lane-Poole, " were aUjj^Jtnd^
... Of the three Thevenot is much the slightest.
. . . His * Travels ? are necessarily more or less
hurried first impressions, but he had access to
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